Vintage Gas Station ~ National Road Treasure 


The little stone cottage at 2900 Wabash Avenue is believed to 
have been built in the late 1920/5 or early 1930's as a filling station. 
It is among the few remaining vintage gas stations still standing 
along the 624 mile original National Road, today US 40 from 
Cumberland, Maryland to Vandalia, Illinois. 


The Indiana segment of the National Road was awarded 
National Scenic Byway status in 1998 for its importance in 
American history and its panorama of architecture spanning over 
170 years. The little gas station is very important to Indiana and 
the National Road for its unique architectural design and its 
historical value as a relic of the early automobile era. 


Please join us for the 


Send-Off Celebration 


of Terre Haute’s historic gas station 
as it begins its journey 
two miles east on The National Road 
from 2900 Wabash Avenue 
to its new home at Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology 
Monday ~ August 9, 1999 ~ 11:00 a.m. 
2900 Wabash Avenue 
on The National Road through Terre Haute 


Indiana National Road Association 
Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana Western Regional Office 
Terre Haute First National Bank 
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology 
Bill and Trish Eccles 
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WABASH AVENUE BUILDINGS TO GO—Demolition reported- 
ly. will start soon of the two five-story buildings from 646 to 
662 Wabash Ave., which were condemned Jan. 13. These 
buildings have been vacant for more than a year, having 

| formerly been occupied by Alden’s Department Store, the 


i 


J . C. Penney Co., and Sears-Roebuck and Co; This will make 
available for future development these lots, as well as the 
parking lot on the corner of Seventh Street and Wabash 
Avenue, which was the former location of the Fairbanks 
block. (Photo by Kadel) 
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Wabash Avenue Buildings 


w STAR AMT 


Await Demolition Crews 


| By FRANCES Г. HUGHES 
Star Staff Writer 


It is reported but not con- 
firmed an agreement has been 
signed for the demolition of the| 027 these properties for е 
downtown buildizrs located owners. Crawford Failey, Chica-| 
from 646 to 662 УзбазВ Ave, 150 Teepe nerien P Sher- 
nnan, Charlottesville; 

These buildings formerly were The buildings were con- 
jjdemned Jan. 13, of this yearby 
the Terre Haute building inspec- 
tor after several large pieces of 
concrete coping fell from the top 


erty involved. 


have been empty 


January, 1970. 


The demolition contract is be- 
lieved to have been let to 
Zebrowski and Associates, Indi- 
anapolis, the firm that tore 
idown the Memorial Stadium 
here and the Claypool Hotel at 
Indianapolis. 1 , 

; Wrecking should start imme- 
idiately. It is speculated Ше 
building back of the Alden's $ 
Store, formerly oceupied by SS © Зу 
Sears-Roebuck and Co., Tire J Ay 
‘Store, also will be torn down. Ў A ғу 
iThis property and the adjoining № мм д 
parking lot. site of the Eagles | 4, „ау I» 
‘Lodge building until 1961. are | <>. ایح‎ 
Pwned by the owners of the Wa- ta AD 
mash Avenue property. S 
+ + + = “у 

The property on the northwes’ 
corner at Seventh Street and 
Wabash Avenue, formerly th’ 


site of the Fairbanks Block ап. 
now a parking lot, also is par 


МЕГЕ 


of the extensive downtown ргор- of one of the buildings to the 


I street. The sidewalk in front of 


J. B. Pfister Co., Inc., а Тегге е buildings has been roped off 
Haute realty firm has been han-| since then. 


The three buildings were oc- 


cupied by Alden’s Department 
Store until late in Januray. 1970. 
Two of the buildings were taken 
over by Alden's when former oc- 
cupants vacated them to move 


_ See BUILDINGS 
On Page 14, Column 1 


"pruiliiligs 


into new quarters at area shop- 
ping centers. 
+ + 


Alden’s was originally in the 
building at 645-652 Wabash 
Ave. for many Years the loca- 
ition of the А. Herz store. 
| The J. C, Penney Co, that 
occupied the building at 654 
Wabash Ave., vacated thei 
|premises in August. 1961, а, 
year after the company moved, 
‘into its new building at. 
Meadows Shopping Center. 

Sears-Roebuck and Со.. which 
was located in the building at! 
660-662 Wabash Ave., occupied, 
the ground floor 5nd basement, 
of Penney's building until its 
new store was completed ati 
Honey Creek Square shopping; 
center in October, 1968. Alden's, 
then took over the ground floor! 
of both the old Pennev's and 
Sears’ stores. in: | 

Both buildings are five-story | 
structures. The one formerly 
occupied by Alden's has 67,200 
isquare feet and 148-foot front- 
lage on Wabash Avenue. The 
jother has 54,400 square feet. 

+ + + 


Reportedly, there ar? по 
plans now to be announced as 
to the future of both the Wa- 
bash Avenue and Cherry Street, 

roperties. 

The building at 660-662 jb 
bash Ave. was the scene of one 
pf Terre Haute's most D^ 
far fires when the  Lederer- 


Feibleman Co.. a dry goods: 


Store, burned during the Christ-| 
таз holidays. It was then 
rebuilt, 

The fire at the Lederer-Fei- 
bleman Store occurred Dec. 28,! 
1920. and fire-chasers wno had; 
witnessed the Christmas Eve 
fire at the Havens and Geddes 
Store some 20 years before 
shivered in sub-zero tempera. 
tures as firemen fought the, 
biaze all night long. 

Dan Welch, 2 retired city fir е1 
тап. recalls the two-alarm fire! 
at Lederer-Feibleman was the 
first big blaze fought under the 
new two-platoon system. Prior 
to the platoon system, firemen, 
worked eight straight 24-hour 
shifts, then had one day off, | 

+ + + | 


х The Lederer-Feibleman fire 
resulted in $110,000 damage to 
the building, which was valued, 
at $170,000 at that time. Loss! 
to contents was placed at! 
$105,000, with total contents be-| 
ing valued at $225,000. | 

C. E. "Chief" Evinger was 
city fire chief at the time of the 
Lederer-Feibleman blaze 

Later, Julius Lederer opened 
another drv goods store at 654 
658 Wabash Ave, known as 
Lederer Himself. 

The property on Wabash Ave- 
nue, also including the north- 
west corner of Seventh Síreet 
and Wabash Avenue, formerly 
knewn as the Fairbanks Block, 
| Was owned by Crawford Fair- 
banks, local financier. Upon his 
death. in 1924, he left it to his 
grandchildren, Crawford and 
| Alice Failey. Crawford Failey| 
| and his nephew, Bruce Sher-: 
| man, are present owners. | 
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Archer HOUSE 


State’s oldest hotel checks into new era 


` Reopened 


Tribune-Star Correspondent 


MARSHALL, Ш. — In ita heyday, 
Marshall's Archer House served patrons of 
such stature as Abraham Lincoln and 
Grover Cleveland. Its ballroom was the 
scene of elegant entertainments, and its 
dining room fed stagecoach travelers on 
their way to distant places. 

During the last several decades, though, 
the Archer House has faced hard times. 
Badly in need of repair, ita doors were 
closed permanently years ago, and its 
survival was doubtful. 

Today, the future of the Archer House is 
considerably brighter than it was two years 
ago. Illinois oldest surviving hotel — 
established in 1841 by Marshall's founder, 
Col. William B. Archer — is preparing to 
reopen as a restaurant and inn. 

Dan Smith, a Martinsville resident 
whose regular job is Clark County 
aupervisor of assessments, bought the 


foric Landmarks Ф 
Archer House in June 1986. Since then, he 
and other family members, with some hired 
help and volunteers, have worked steadily 
to realize their dream — to establish a nice 
restaurant with excellent service where 
people can feel comfortable taking their 
children or guests. 

Restoration has involved more than 
sweeping the floors and slapping some 
paint on the walls. The hotel has been 
completely rewtred, a new heating system 
has been installed, and the plumbing has 
been updated, Smith said workers have 
encountered no structural problems, not 
Surprising since the building has brick 
walls 15 to 20 inches thick and hickory log 
support beams throughout. ^ 

Partitions have been removed, and ап L- 


shaped dining room with a corner stage 


occupies half the first floor. Smith plans to 
feature live entertainment with the family- 
style dining. . 

A large lobby will be used for patrons’ 
pre-dinner conversation. Smith said he has 
talked with antique dealers and will 
furnish the lobby with pieces which will 


alao be for sale. 

A kitchen big enough to prepare food for 
150 diners ia being installed. Presiding in 
the kitchen will be Marshall resident 
Richard King, known throughout the area 
for hia catering service. = 

While Smith has recognized the necessity 
of modernizing the hotel, he has taken 
pains to preserve its historical features. 
Rooms have been returned to their original 
proportions, and the ornate, pressed metal 
ceilings in the lobby and lower hall gleam 
with new white paint. Italian marble steps 
lead to the central hall, and ruby red glass 
windows flank the double front doors. 

Smith said the red glass is mentioned ая 
an Archer House trademark in its listing in 


' the National Register of Historic Places. 


Outside, a porch has been removed, and the 
hotel looks much as it did when first built. 
Carriage lights glow beside the entrance. 
While the restaurant operation has 
{еп the bulk of attention so far, Smith 
as plans for the upstairs. Heading the list 
are a large private dining room suitable for 
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Archer House brings elegance to Marshall 


| SLE SN In nor SMS 
By Jody Ferris Ts NOV 0 $ 1987 


business meetings and amall parties, and а 
hotel office. Winding halls will lead to five | 
guest rooms, each decorated in the style of 
a different era. Smith said he pictures à 
room from 1860, another from 1920, and во. 
forth. He targets next summer as the 
completion date for the upstairs. 

The restaurant is being promoted with 


| the sale of Archer House cards, Priced at 


$500, the cards entitle the purchaser to $70 
in meals each month for two years. Smith 
said he has gold more than one-third of the 
60 cards he hopes to sell. 

Smith's wit and humor are much in | 
evidence when he says what is needed right 
now is help — lots of good volunteers who . 
can paint, polish, or do any of the myriad 
small tasks to finish the restaurant. . 

That's because the crew is working under 
a tight deadline to open the restaurant. | 
Eight parties have been booked for 
December, with the first опе Dec. 44 — 

Smith is philosophical in saying, "I guess 
that means we'll be finished and ready to 


“-ореп by then." | 
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Marshall's Archer House Finding New Li е 
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facts Beacon News. Staff 
| MARSHALL—For nearly 150 


years, the white brick building has 
stood on the comer beside what was 
once the nation’s highway—the Cum- 
berland Road. It has been a haven for 
coach and train travelers, a house of ill- 
repute run by a Terre Haute madame, 
and low-cost housing. 

But today, a visitor can almost hear 
the stately building—known by most 
area residents as "The Archer 


/ 


-—— >=. 


House”—breathing a “sigh of relief” as 
it is carefully restored, and brought 
back to life by the loving hands of Clark 
County resident Dan Smith. 

Smith, Clark County Supervisor of 
Assessments and a part time minister 
for two Cumberland County rural chur- 
ches, saved the hotel from the wrecking 
ball in 1986. “Dale Huffington called 
me onê morning in 1986 and asked me 


_if -wanted to tour the old Archer House 


with him and some other people," 
Smith recalled. “I always wanted to see 
the inside of it so I went." 

For Smith, a former contractor, it was 
love at first sight. "I knew I had to have 
it," he said. Smith had always dreamed 
of owning a hotel or restaurant “to meet 
the people." As soon as he returned to 
his office, Smith called the Edgar Coun- 
ty Savings and Loan, which was hold- 
ing the mortage on the building. 

"We dickered for a while and finally 
arrived at a price," Smith said. In June, 
1986, Smith became the new owner of 
the old hotel. 

The Archer House was constructed 
in 1841 and is, according to Smith, the 
state's oldest hotel. It was placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 
1976. À bronze plaque on the front of 
the building was purchased by the Clark 
County Historical Society to comme- 
morate the occasion. 

Smith's dream is to restore the old 
hotel into its once-elegant decor. The 
building's large dining room and lobby 
area had been divided into apartments 
and rooms in the late 1960's. “Quite 


frankly, it was a mess," Smith said. The 
dining room area, which has now been 
completely restored, was divided into 
12 rooms. 

Although he was working from no 
floor plans, Smith has re-constructed 
the dining room and lobby area of the | 
downstairs hotel. "Really, this building 
is very Sound," Smith said. The founda- 
tion of the hotel is constructed of large - 
stones and rock. The walls are 15 to 20 
inches thick, he said. Sip ned hickory 
logs measuring 10 to 12 inches in 
diameter and 20 feet long were used as 
floor joists and are still visible in the 
basement. The ceiling joists on the sec- 
ond floor are 2% by 10 inches and are 
40 feet long. They are placed 12 inches 
On center. 

The entry to the hotel features the 
original marble and tile steps and area. 
А couple of the steps had to pieced. 
"They were broken and the pieces were | 
missing," Smith said. But in cleaning 
up the downstairs area, the missing 
pieces were found and are now in place 
welcoming visitors. 

The original hotel Вад а ballroom and 
dining room adjoining the lobby and 
were the center of activity for the elite 
of Marshall and the surrounding area. 
Stage lines passed the hotel. Later, on 
the east side of the hotel where Route 1 
is now located, a rail line stopped. Pas- 
sengers disembarked onto the side 
porch, Smith said, and right into the 
lobby where rooms for the evening 
could be secured. 

During its existance, the Archer 
House has been known by a variety of 
names. When construction was com- 


pleted after three years of work in the 
early 1840’s, it was known as the 
Archer House, named after the founder 
of Marshall, William Archer. It was 
later renamed the St. James Hotel and 
"was also known as the National Dixie 
Hotel. 

The hotel has had its share of famous 
visitors. Historians claim Abraham 
Lincoln stayed at the Archer House as a 
stagecoach guest. Lincoln was a friend 
of Archer's as the two men had served 
in the Illinois Legislature together. 

President Grover Cleveland stayed at 
the hotel on one occasion, presumably 
in 1887 when he was a visitor in Terre 
Haute. During the renovation, several 
newspapers dated in 1887 and describ- 
ing Cleveland's speech were discov- 
ered in an old room above the ceiling 
downstairs. "The papers were really 
quite amazing," Smith said. "They were 
like new." 

In the back portion of the downstairs, 
Smith discovered handhewn logs of oak 
and walnut. Above the ceiling, he found 
what was once the haymound. “I’d say 
where the logs are was once the stable 
area,” he said. 

The Archer House is open for lunc- 
heon from 10:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Mon- 
day through Saturday, featuring a soup 
and salad bar. On Friday and Saturday 
evening, freshly carved ham and beef, 
hot rolls, and dessert are added. 

Smith added a stage in the large 
dining room, which seats 150 persons. 

n weekends, a variety of entertain- 
ment is provided with dinner. “So far, 
we've had fashion shows, high school 
plays, gospel groups, and bands, 
Smith said. Booked for this weekend is 
the Rose Hulman Jazz Band and Chor- 
us. The Coles County Barbershoppers, 
a melodrama by the Marshall Melodra- 
ma Players, and more plays are being 
planned. 

Smith's biggest challenge, at present, 
is to come up with more financing for 
his renovation project. “We do not sell 
liquor or alcohol at this hotel," he said. 
“Because of that decision, local finan- 


cial institutions have not been willing to 
support us." Smith is "absolutely com- 
mitted" to keeping the hotel operation 
solvent without selling liquor. 

Smith has also passed up state and 


‚ federal grants available for such reno- 


vation projects. "When you take low 
interest money like that, it creates a cer- 


tain amount of animosity with a number . 


of people," he observed. “I didn't want 
that. I wanted to go the private route." 

Smith, his wife, Virginia, in-laws 
Wayne and Leah Stallings, and Smith's 
parents, have put in thousands of hours 
working on the hotel. “The only thing 


«we didn't do ourselves was the electric- 


ity," he said. 

The chandeliers, tables, and chairs 
which are now used in the dining area 
were purchased when the Terre Haute 
Sheraton was converted to the Boston 
Connection, Smith said. "We've saved 
money in just about every way possible. 

t we're searching for right now is 
some creative financing," he said."It's 
just а real struggle." —. — 

Smith believes if his dream can sur- 
vive the first year, The Archer House 
renovation will survive. In the future, 
he plans to renovate the upstairs of the 
hotel to include at least six rooms for 
"bed and breakfast" guests. “We have 
people who stop now and want to stay 
the night," he said. 

The renovated portion of the hotel is 
attracting more and more business all 
the time. Wedding receptions, aniver- 
sary and birthday parties, church and 
class reunions, and community dinners 
have already been held at the hotel. 

Eventually, Smith hopes to have a 
chef in the Archer House kitchen. "We 
have to walk before we can run," he 


said. “Му dream is that one day, when 
someone ‘mentions the Archer House, 
someone will say, 'they have the best 
dessert, or best food’.” 

Meanwhile, Smith and his family 
continue to renovate the Archer House | 
as money and time allow. "There's an 


‘older lady here in town named Магу 


Cole," he said. "She remembers eating 
lunch in the dining room here and look- 
ing out the windows to the west (now 
downtown Marshall) and seeing 
nothing but trees,“ Smith said. Other 
area residents who.recall the "heyday" 
of the hotel have shared stories about 
the doorman and bellhops. 
"This is Marshall's history and it 


should be a source of pride," Smith 
said. "This building is Marshall. It has 
so many possibilities." 
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Allen Chap el On 
Historic "TIRE" 


The A ЭЕр hapel, 17375... 


‘Crawford Streets, has been add. 


ed io the National Register of 
\Historic Places of the National 
Park Service, according to an 
announcement from the office 
lof Congressman John Myers. 
Being included in the register 
‘makes the Chapel eligible for 
ifederal funds. for the purpose of 
| nesbonation. 

Mts. Audrey Acton. Graham | 


‘а member of the congregation ithe church, and made an ar- 
|\chitectural. appraisal submitted 


submitted the request nd ap- 
iplication on behalf of the Chape' 
‘in November, 1974. The Chapel 
was established 137 years ago. 
and affiliated with the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Allen Chapel is the oldest 
black church in Terre Haute, 
and was also the first black 
school. Parents paid 25-cents 
per week per pupil, and a black 
teacher instructed those at 
tending. The first pastor, Rev 
William Paul Quinn, later be 
came a bishop and held his first; 
meeting in the Chapel. 

The first black public school 


| 


teacher in Terre Haute was a 
member of the Chapel, as was 
the first black high schoo: 
graduate. The first black to he 
elected а U.S. Senator was а 
former pastor of the Chapel. 
Hir2m Revels became a senator 
from Mississippi during the im- 
mediate post-Civil War era. 
Howard Wooden, former 
director of the Swope Аг 
Gallery, made an inspection of 


with the application. 

Total cost of the projected 
repairs, renovations aud 
redecoradon has been estimated 
at $40,000. 

Financial aid may now be 
sought for the preservation of 
the building, either through the 
National Endowment for the 
Arts or through the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 
The application for such funds 


is through the Nationa] Park 


Nod 


Service of the Department of 


the Interior. 
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Mant igi k set 
ind? ] љо freedom, lof one of the original black s 

а, > "nds i ae in the, Lost, Creek vicinity.| 
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i25By GLADYS SELTZER" 


imemöries arid details of local Go IT Road br Lost Creek, ' "Е ^ 

thistory for a former Terre Sear RB оул о , See i ر‎ = ш. 

te Katie) а ы + 2 On Page 2% Column $^ ‘| 
1 г the Lost’ Creek African 

ту the Tate’ Mr. | Methodist. ^ Episcopal Churcie 

Pratt. was a direct descendent And was, near the home о М 

bf “Jesse Jones, Vigo County Pratt's aunt“ and uncle ^ whome 

pioneer, and his wife, Carrie, She often “visited during пет 

¿poth м whom aided un. (childhood. : yy 7 


i i Mrs. Pratt said she remem: 
Ше 20а passengers bers listening to the church ser- | 


vices and recalled that "the 
participants sang» beautifully 
and had právers and it was like: 
la miracle to ше.” 1 { 
1 She also remembered an inci-, 
‘dent in 1920 whenashe was driV- | 
‘ing her car in the area and the 
car broke dawn. She sought the i 
help of an elderly blacksmith 
who proved to be a descendant 
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Continued From Page 1 


I pound where she was preparing 
the evening meal. 

Mrs. Pratt said she had done! 
{research on the Pratt family i 
whose members had im 
formation about Jesse Jones! 
and his family. She said Jesse į 
and Carrie. referred to by Мг. | 
Pratt as "Aunt Carrie," were 
| buried in the old Hull Cemetery. i, 
| The Floyd Layher family andj 
their children are descendents! 
of the Jones family, according 
to Mrs. Pratt, as are Lester 
Pratt of Vigo County; Sam 
Pratt, 1030 Franklin St. andi 
Mrs. Imogene Smith of St. 
Mary-of-the-Woods College, 

+ ie , 


of the Laylier family still live in! 
the Pratt home located behind 
ithe present’ Pfizer Company 
plant on U:S. 41 South on the old 


Vincennes Road. 


| Jesse and Carrie came west! 
ліп 1817 and settled six miles 
[south of Terre Наше. about a 
mile west.of U.S. 41, near what 
was in earlier days the principal 
throughfare between Vincenres, 
i Terre Haute and points to the 
north. 


| They found an abandoned log 
rapa which Jesse cleaned and 
repaired and it was here that 
their first child was born, ac- 
cording to Mrs. Pratt's records. 
The Jones eventually had six 
more children and in 1820 Jesse, 
after molding the bricks lor the 
‘project, began to build his brick! 
| house. | : 
| This became known -as the . 
Steels -home because. Malcolm, 
Steele in 1920-bought the farm 
and added. ta the original house. 
However, a fire in the- late; , 
1930°$ >» reduced, the home toj f 
ruins, according to an account!” 
in the Terre Haute Tribune. |! 
т ET 

The fire revealed three hiding 
places where Jesse and his wife! 
|had hidden the slaves who were 
seeking their freedom and 
escaping from the South 
through the underground 
i railroad. In the place where the | 
old chimneys were, one at each 


| епа of the ohuse, ther was! 
‘benches. along the walls and 


t 


pallets on the flonr where the 
slaves rested. ' 


2! According to Mrs. Pratt's ac- 
‘count, Aunt Carrie Jones waited 

{о take the fugitives into her 
joabin: as the sounds of shots, 

dogs and horses’ hooves on the 
| road warned her that a search 
jparty was nears: з vm c! 
"She lit à lamp and took them i 
uin... all were injured in some 
| way." according to Mrs. Pratt's] 
[history. “Bandages ` were 
lbrought. т. that maybe 
neighbors had rolled that уегу 
day... . They drank hot milk! 


: ; *jand ate freshly baked bread. | 
Mrs. Pratt. said - descendents! ө 


Everyone was made as com-: 
.|fortable as possible.” | 
The Joneses then would hitch. 
a.team and bau! the fugitives 
on to a friend. Several miles 
northeast of Terre Haute was 
the small hamlet of Burnett 
where a doctor took care of 
their needs, according to Mrs. 
Pratt's accounts. 
| ео. САИ 

The Lost Creek African 
Methodist Episcopal Church 
was’ operated in conjunction 
(with the. Spruce _ St. AME 
Ohurch ontit: a few wears an, 
An. AME Conference closed | 
Friday night in Indianapolis and 
a motorcade will form Saturday 
morning from there to come to 
the dedication, according to 
Mrs. Ervin Harris: She and her 
husband are chairmen of the! 
local arrangements committee. ! 

Bishop Thomas H. Primm of 

ithe AME district will speak at 
ithe dedication and a dinner will 

Чаке place at the Lost Creek 
Community Grove about one- 
half mile north of the marker 
site. 

Mrs. Pratt Jast August com- 
piled and had published а 
unique history of Wabash Valley 
musicians and their соп-! 
‘tributions to the musical life of 
,the area. Р 
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By DOROTHY J. CLARK 
Special to Neighhors 

Collett Park, Terre Haute's first 
city park, located between Seventh 
and Ninth streets from Maple Avenue 
to Collett Avenue, celebrates its 100th 
birthday today. 

Over a century ago, the 21.1 acres 
were enclosed by a walnut rail fence 
and were used as a woods pasture by 
Daniel Conover, grandfather of Jim 
Conover. The land was leased from 
the owner, Josephus Collett. 

With the exception of a few farm 
houses and dirt reads, there was 
nothing between this land and down- 
town Terre Ваше but two miles of 
cornfields. During the 18895 the 
citizens of ''erre Haute would spend 
Sunday afternoons driving around 
town in horse-drawn buggies te see 
the new Rose Orphans Home and the 
new Rose Polytechnic Institute at 13th 
and Locust streets, but most folks 
agreed it was not worth the effort to 
see the new Collett Fark with its 
acres of old forest trees beyond the 
cornfields. 

As Terre Haute expanded, the area 
around Collett Park was called the 
“bon ton” part of town. The Rose Poly 
professors claimed it was the health- 
iest area in town and built their large 
homes near by. 

A street car line was run north on 
13th Street to Indiana Avenue, then 
west to Collett Park. One double-deck 
car used to haul passengers to the 
park when the Ringgold Band per- 
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Celebrate birthday 


The 100th birthday of Collett Park wil! be celebrated 
today. The celebration will include a parade of antique 
cars, music and a cake baked in the shape of the park 


formed there Sunday afternoons and 
evenings with huge attendance. An- 
other street car line ran north on 
Eighth Street to the park until the 
1930s. 

The pavilion built in 1894 by local 
architect J. Merrill Sherman has been 


Celebration starts at 1 today 


The 100th birthday celebration 
for Collett Park begin at 1 p.m. 
today. The park was founded July 
17, 1883. 

The program from 1:00 to 1:30 
will include a color guard presenta- 
tion by Krietensteln Post 104 Amer- 
ican Legion; the Invocation by the 
Rev. Dick Jorgenson of Maplewood 
Christian Church; opening remarks 
by Patrick В. Ralston; introduc- 


tion of Mayor Pete Chalos and 


introduction of guests. 

Other early highlights will in- 
clude the cutting of a cake in the 
shape of the park’s pavilion, and a 
parade of antique cars. 


Entertainment and refreshinents 
will fill the time from 1:30 to 4:39. 
Music will be provided by the AF of 
М Local 25 City Band, the 
Sycamore Strummers and the Old 
Time Fiddlers. 
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recently renovated and placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
The building is used as a voting place 
for two precincts and as a community 
center. 

Improvements at Collett Park in- 
cluded benches, colorful flower beds, 
a goldfish pond, a children’s play- 
ground, and an ornate bandstand with 
ample seating for concerts. 

Although the Collett family was 
mainly connected with Vermillion 
County, Indiana, it had many ties with 
Terre Haute. The story begins with 
the arrival here in 1819 of John Collett 
Sr. (1760-1834) with his two sons, 
Josephus Sr. (1787-1872) and Stephen 
5. (1791-1843). The donor of Collett 
Park was Josephus Jr. (1931-1893), the 
third son of Stephen S. Collett. The 
family name has run out due to 
bachelors and the married sons hav- 
ing no sons, but many daughters. 
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15 cents sold singly 


pavilion. The pavilion was built in 1894 and is ilsted on the 
National Register of Historie Places. Collett Park was 
founded July 17, 1883. 


Photo/Jim Avelis 


The Colletts were surveyors on 
their journey west from Ohio, so they 
knew which land to buy as it became 
available. Stephen opened a store here 
with William Linton. later with local 
philanthropist Chauncey Rose, who 
became a lifelong friend of the family 
and played an important part in their 
lives and fortunes. 

The family bought tracts of land in 
what is now Vermillion County when 
the government land office opened in 
Terre Haute in 1822. The Colletts 
organized Vermillion County when it 
was created in 1824, laid out the 
county seat of Newport. John Sr. 
became the first postmaster, 
branched out into stores, mills, hotels, 
ferries and established thriving farms 
and handsome brick mansions. 

Stephen S. Collett Sr., father of 
Collett Park's donor, moved from 


Continued on page 2 
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Сга i^ Champion - Fe nate? ‘TO 
^ Fithian. 

. Reserve Champion Female: Rick D. Wilton, 
II, Marshall. 


Smith, Rt. 3, Fairfield, Ш. 


Rincker, Strasburg, Ill. 

Grand Champion Female: Chris Rincker, 
Strasburg. 

Reserve. Champion Female: Danny Smith, 
Fairfield. 

Horned and Poled Short Horn: Grand Cham- 
pion Bull: Larry Wilson, Westfield, Ill. 


ie Bet- Reserve Champion Bull: Ralph Pope and 
Son, Metcalf, Ш. ` 
Lafa- Grand Champion Female: Ralph Pope and 
Son. 
»ynter, Reserve Grand Champion Female: Larry 
Wilson, Westfield. 
1, Kan- Simmental: Grand and Reserve Champion 
Bull: Stone Cattle Co., Casey. 
Ewe: Grand Champion Female and Grand Cham- 


pion Reserve Champ: 6 Bar R Farms, Homer, 


Smith «511. os : , 
АП Other Breeds: Grand Champion Bull: В. 


Gill, R. and R. Cattle Company, Marshall. 
Reserve Champion Female: В.В. and В. 
lin, Ш. a Farms. 
Richard | ‚ Open Steer Show: Grand ое Steer: 6 
d «.Bat'and Н. Farms. 
Wr ‘Se Reserve * Grand Champion Steer: "Dennis 


y eene. Gran 
^a Gränd * Champion : Pair, of Steers: Chris 
Des kineker Strasburg. . 
gi RS! Rese rve Champion Pair of Steers: Dennid 
ponds Greenup:: Fs 
у Dairy: Jersey: Champion Senior Bull, Junior 
; Bull. and Gran Champion Bull: Dale Rickey. 
i arpion E Cow, Junior Cow and Grand 


Roger Spesard, Paris. 
PN Senior Bull: Tim Duct 


P j oM vri п 
Park planning the 100th birthday celebration 
rry Crawford, Jane Woelfle, Mary Ofsansky ' 


obert Clark, Lillian Shoaff, Mike Mahalek, 


rew. 
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Polled Hereford: Grand Champ Bull: Danny 
Reserve Champion Bull: Frank and Ivan 


"Charnplon "Junior? Sow! зе CB занан, 
Greencstel. A 
Grand Champion Sow: ‘Amy Murray, Rob- 
inson. 

Grand Champion Junior Sow and Grand 
Champion Sow: Tim Murray; Robinson. 

Barrow Show: Grand Champion, Barrow: 
Kent Brattain, Greencastle, * 

Grand : Champion Pair of Barrow: Steve 
Conrad, Robinson. 


Terre Haute to Eugene in 1827, 
started a pork-packing business and 
shipped produce by flatboat to New 
Orleans. He became active in public 
affairs and was elected to the state 
legislature six times. He died while 
„Serving in Indianapolis. in 1843. _ 


He left the widow, Sarah (Groenen- ^^ 


dyke) Collett (1804-1852), three sons 
and five daughters. The eldest son, 
John Jr. (1828-1899) had to take over 
the management of 5,000 acres and 
see that the other children were 
educated. He became State Gepiagist 
in 1879. * 

Josephus Jr. attended the lof cabin 
school near his birthplace in Eugene. 
He entered Wabash College at age 18 

but dropped out because of illness. 
After a few years at home he re- 

+ covered his health and went into 
business with his younger brother at 
Newport: They built a pork-packing 
plant and mill and became interested 

‚. in better transportation to major mar- 
` * kets. In 1867 he sold his interest and 
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; New shelter 


The new shelter at Collett Park is a memorial to the; northside par 


birthday. 
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` Board and Grand. Champion” Boar all, “Clyde; 
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Landrace! ‘Champion 'Benlol s Board, ini 
Board, Grand Champioh Board: Clyde ( Conrad 
Robinson. ; | 

Champion” Senior ‘ae 
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Conrad of Robinson. © 0 Ee s dae A 
Champion Senior Sow, Champion junior В Sow. 

and Grand Champion Sow: Marshall Brattal dis 
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help of Chauncey Rose: He promoted | 
the building of the railroad from 
Danville, Ill. to Terre Haute across. S 
Vermillion County from 1868 to 1871, ч 
and became president of the railraod + 
until it became a part of the Chicig t" 


and Eastern Illinois (C. TM сг 
" Collett is credited with building our | 


other railroads — in Texas, New TT 
York, Nevada and the Otter Cree (E zu 
Valley Railroad in Indiana. Involved ik 
in California real estate, he built ani 
owned the Coronado Beach Hotel in 
San Diego. Always successful in busi: =! 
ness, he amassed a fortune. During = s 
his lifetime he gave generously 7 
Rose Polytechnic Institute, served aso 
' board president, and was named. lc 
of the executors of Mr. "Нове w ‚> 
Although he kept Vermillion County 


— 


as his voting place, he had s ^s 


name also was given to A Ave iue 
and the former Collett School A’ I 
bachelor, he died at age t 82 3 is 
j buried at АГАШЫ те Cem ete ! 
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It was in that city that ^W. Homer Floyd attained to man’s estate, 
in the meantime attending its public schools and the Collegiate Institute, 
of Rockport, Indiana, where he was a student for two years. He learned 
the trade of stair builder at Evansville, and during his several years’ 
connection with that work he also studied mechanical engineering and 
architecture. As above stated he located in Terre Haute in 1880, and 
with the passing years he has enrolled his name high among its architects 
and builders. He is a member of the Masonic and Elks fraternities. 

Mr. Floyd married Fidelia, a daughter of Judge Bozman, of New 
Harmony, of this state. She was born and reared in that little city on 
the Wabash, and at her death, in 1901, she left to survive her one daugh- 
ter, Ione, who became the wife of Clarence Kirk, a merchant of Terre 
Haute. For his second wife Mr. Floyd married Mrs. Ada Belle Sears, 
of this city. 


J. MERRILL SHERMAN.—The architectural circles of Terre Haute 
numbers among its members J. Merrill Sherman, who was born in Boston, 
Massachusetts, November 5, 1861, a son of James Henry and Amanda 
M. (Taft) Sherman, natives respectively of Newton, Massachusetts, and 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island. 

James H. Sherman is a son of James Madison Sherman and a nephew 
of Seth Boynton, the inventor, with whom he lived for a time in Newark. 
He learned the wood-working business in the Pettie Machine Works, of 
Newton, Upper Falls, and remained with the works for five or six years, 
and it was at the close of this period that he went to New Jersey and to 
the home of his uncle in Newark. . After three years т Newark he 
accepted a position with the Wheeler & Wilson Sewing Machine Com- 
pany, at Boston, Massachusetts, continuing in their factory for seven- 
teen years, and during the following six years he worked for the Hancock 
Inspirator Company. In 1882 he came to Terre Haute to accept a 
position with the Rose Polytechnic College as an instructor in their wood 
department, and for ten years he was numbered among the faculty of that 
prominent institution. After spending some time in the Vandalia Rail- 
road shops in this city he retired and is now making his home with his 
son, J. Merrill Sherman. His wife died in 1886. : 

After completing his educational training in the Boston public schools 

` J. Merrill Sherman began work as an architect in a small way, but when a 
mere boy, before he had attained his sixteenth year, he had made plans 
to some extent for Boston contractors. In 1882 he came to Terre Наше 
and began to work in the shops of the Rose Polytechnic College, but after 
about a year there he entered the employ of the Clifton Williams Company, 
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and in 1894 began as an architect on an independent scale, with offices on 
South Sixth street until 1904. Since then he has maintained his offices 
at his residence, 1504 Second avenue. During his connection with the 
business interests of this city Mr. Sherman has executed the plans for 
the Bement-Rae wholesale grocery house, on Wabash and Eighth streets, 
the McKeen block, on the corner of Seventh and Wabash, the Maple 
Avenue Methodist Episcopal church, the remodeling of the First Baptist 
church, the Tabernacle Baptist church, the pavilion in Collett park, 
and a number of residences in different parts of the city. His latest 
works, completed in 1907, were the Cook building, at the corner of 
Eighth and Cherry streets, for a wholesale drug company, the Montrose 
Methodist Episcopal church, on College and Seventeenth streets, and the 
plans for the addition to the Union Hospital. 

Mr. Sherman married Bellretta Rankin, who was born in Terre 
Haute and a daughter of William Rankin. They have one son, Clarence 
E. The family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 


CHARLES PapcET.— Terre Haute’s well known and popular archi- 
tect and superintendent, Charles Padget, has the distinction of being the 
youngest member of the profession in the city, but although young in years 


_ he has established a record which promises well for the future. He is at the 


present time engaged on the plans and specifications for the Odd Fellows 
Temple, which is to be one of the finest buildings in the city, and Mr. 
Padget secured it in competition with five other architects. He has fur- 
,nished the plans and superintended the erection of many other of the 
finest buildings of Terre Haute, including four school buildings in Harri- 
son township, a number of fine residences and a large warehouse for the 
Commercial Distillery Company. 

Mr. Padget is of English parentage and was born in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, March 4, 1874, a son of Harry and Mary Padget. Harry 
Padget came to the United States from the mother country in 1869 and 
located first in Indianapolis, from whence, in 1880, he came to Terre 
Haute and resumed his trade of stair building for a number of years. 
Later he drifted into contracting, and is yet one of the prominent con- 
tractors and builders of Terre Haute. His son Charles also began 
learning stair building after leaving school, serving an apprenticeship at 
the Clifton-Williams Planing Mill Company. After continuing as a 
stair builder for eleven years he took up the study of architecture in the 
International Correspondence School and received his diploma on the 
15th of July, 1904. But long before he became a member of the school 
Mr. Padget had studied architecture, and immediately after his graduation 
he was competent to enter into business life and has since been con- 
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Rotogravure Section. ; 7 ky. The Tribune-Star, Terre Haute, Ind. 
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The Sheldon Swope Art Gallery'is closed for summer ‘renovation during the month 
| of August. During this period Art Objects of the Week are. architectural works of 
| of the 19th and early 20th centuries that are of ітрогїапсе «іп Terre Haute. 
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Ferhaps Terre Haute's finest example of the 19th century ftalian Renaissance 
t Revival style is the Condit House, constructed in 1860 and located on. what is now 
‘the campus of Indiana State University. The house was built as the residence of 
Lucien Houriet, a prominent Terre Haute jeweler. Blackford Condit bought the house’ 
in 1863 and it remained in the Condit. family until the death of Miss Helen. Condit : 
in 1962 who willed if to Indiana State University. . . ‘ 


Stylistically, this house was inspired. by the ‘grandiose stone Italian -palaces 
of the Renassance. In America, the version adopted during the several decades be- 
fore the Civil War was modest in scale and much; simplified for purposes of domestic 

| dwellings. Pl i E 4 ЧА ДШ lo ad 
| д t . A ү“ 4 К | - 
| Condit House is:handsomely preserved. It is a brick..structure trimmed with 
wood and stone. As to design, ‘the dominant characferistig is the strong emphasis | 
ipon symmetry. The eye is forced. to focus on the center of thesfacade, for a central ` 
! doorway and a central window of the second story. are.set/in a pavillion which pro-.: 
| jects from the exact center of the facade and is capped: Бу a} shallow triangular? 
| pediment. > On either side -of the centrally projecting ‘nayillion is a small loggia 
| which shelters а tall window. . In, like manner two corresponding ”windöws are paced: 
in the second story, one on each side of the pavillion. . А. wide overhanging cornice $; 
| with heavy brackets, and the На}, stone window heads; each. accented by. a: prominent ; 


' keystone, are typical Italianate features. — ^ M ub у. Азу X E E p Y 
| Condit House is the home of.-the president of. Indiana State University. The | 
| 


', building was recently declared a national 'andmark. by the United States Departmen: 


‚ of Interior. ce к} à - () N D | | 
SEE ALSO FILE: HISTORIC HOUSES (W.V.) | IO U SE 


Condit House 
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9, Condit House, the official 
residence of the President of Indiana 
State University, was constructed in 
1860. It has been part of the campus 
scene since the University’s 
inception. The house and property 
were bequeathed to the University in 
1963 by its owner, Helen Condit, the 
last member of а distinguished 
pioneer family in Indiana. 
When the institution (then Indiana 
State Normal School) was chartered 
by the General Assembly in 1865, 
Condit House was already five years 
old. During the subsequent 120 years 
the University expanded and 
developed to surround this distinctive 
landmark originally situated on 
Mulberry Street. 
Condit House was built by Jabez 
Hedden for Lucien Houriet, a local Helen Condit 
jeweler and watchmaker. The 
Reverend Blackford Condit and his 
cimi pec wife, Sara Louise Mills Condit, who 
SPEI EA were then married only one year, 
purchased the house from Houriet in 
1863. Their infant twins, Charles and 
Charlotte, died soon after the family 
moved into the house. Other 
children born to the Condits were 
Sarah (1864), Emma (1865), Howe ; 
Allen (1868), Blackford (1871), 
Helen (1874), and Joseph Dayton 
(1877). 


| 


1 

| 

Д wem. —p E >: سے‎ if ~ ‚= 
Bem mu 


See 
TH Archi tec chi'tec fs) | 


on ee ر‎ Ce. Court Hens е, ` 
1 JA и 7/4 Ir | „5а № Y Jer 
The Sheldon Swope Art Gallery will open this week for the bs season 


Wednesday, Sept. 7. Today's photo of the Vigo County Court House will therefore be 
the last in this special series of architectural monuments of Terre Haute as researched 
z Gallery director Howard Wooden. 


` The Vigo County Court House was designed іп 1884 by Samuel Hannaford, a mem- 
> of the Cincinnati architectural firm which also drew the plans for the Rose Home 
and later for Union Station here in Terre Haute. Stylistically, the building is French 
Neo-Baroque which, although somewhat ostentatious, experienced widespread popu- 
larity during the 1880's and '90's both here and abroad. Because of ifs excessive use 
of gigantic and often rough hewn stone, this is alsc sometimes known by the more 
aptly descriptive term Stone Quarry Style. Particularly characteristic is the focus on 
surface decoration, in this case consisting of elaborate window heads, oversize key 
stones, ornate columns, segmental and triangular pediments and small circular attic 
windows. Such forms are applied symmetrically over the entire building, thus forcing 
the eye to move about nervously amidst a complex but highly organized field of visual 
detail. Although the building stretches out horizontally with four projecting pavilions 
and four massive staircases, the overall composition is really one of vertical emphasis. 
Topping each of the individual pavilions is a heavy mansard roof, and surmounting the 
whole structure, a soaring dome capped with a tiny but upwardreaching lantern. The 
result is that, before the tall steel-reinforced structures of modern times, the Court 
House truly dominated the Terre Haute skylinz, commanding formal attention to the 
stability and dignity of government. 
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What can run fast, 20 slow,ilightning but it has been struck many a happening on Wabash fii 
ot stop altogether, dictating|by at least one car. ‘Ave. Too bad the clock can’t 
people's lives while imperiously| Millions of people have: passed/tell those stories instead of jus 
looking down on them? Ithe pedestal clock in the 1а5 Ме time. 


The old pedestal clock оп|45 years, many probably not! E T 
Wabash Ave., in front of theleven noticing the timepiece! 
Ft. Harrison Savings Associa-|atop the high pillar. But the | 
tion, that's what. The 45-уеаг- hands of the clock, in their! 
old clock has stood before the (circular route around the face, 
bank since it opened and jis have seen тапу a person and | 
the only such timepiece remain- ы 
ing in Terre Haute out of three. 


И is sometimes called a 
jJeweler’s clock, because the 
other two such clocks had ай- 


vertising for jewelry firms on NN 
their faces. SS | 
One stood in front of the a SN 
former Tick  Tock  Tucker's 
store. on the north side оГ : 
Wabash Ave. between 8th and tay 
9th streets and the other in N 
front of the old Bigwood Jewelry: 
company on the south side of 
Wabash Ave. 40 years ago and 
which is now occupied by part 
of the Root Store. Later Big- 
woods moved to North Sixth 
Street and moved its clock also 
until the firm went out of! 


! 


business several years ago. | | 


The remaining double-faced | 
clock has recently been ge] 
stored to working order by Paul 
Goss Sr., of the Simplex Tıme | 
Recorder Co., who has cared! 
for. the works for 25 years. i 


[ 

Grime, dirt and bugs are the: y 
e 

br 


chief disturbers of the big 
clock’s mechanism and a major 
repair job means taking the ; 
clock off its 12-foot pedestal =e 
ang tearing it completely apart. mE i ¥ YT 

atest renovation is the addi- г WABASH AVE. LANDMARK—Employes of the Fort Harrison Savings Association keep a close 
tion of lights within the face of Ш Q watch on the ticking of the 45-year-old pedestal clock standing in front of their office. Here i 
the clock so the figures can be ш. - Katherine Fox makes another check on the clock’s accuracy while co-workers Donna Sabla, | 
seen at night. The case of the Ш June Jeffers, Imogene Bandy, Evelyn Wilson, Mary СИЮ and Clarice Miller double check. | | 
clock is solid copper but both O —- - House of Photography Photo. 
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gleaming white. 


There are no reports of the 
landmark being struck by: 
— oli RS Le M d 
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pedestal and case are now a г > MA a. | 
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| TO BE MOVED - The clock 
which tas told downtown Terre 
Haute the time for more than 
50 vears will be moved soon 
Located in tront of the former 
Ft Harrison Savings Assn. at 
722 Wabash Ave.. the clock will 
be restored and relocated. ac- 

‘cording to Don Smith. presi- 

dent of Terre Haute First 

National Bank. who felt. the 
time piece should be preserved. 

Harold Harrison. formerly 

president of the’ Association. 

iwas pleased to assist in the 

| arrangements: for preserving | 
| the clock. (Photo by Kadel). 
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CENTRAL HOTEL RAZED—Equipment fråm (he Р | © | to tear 
—dówn the Central Hotel, one of Terre Haute 5 land arks м 4 Ohio | “the building, 
or hgusing theatrical and stage players 


.formerly the Croxton Hotel, was once used 
during the vaudeville era. Plans call for the area tg be nsformed into a parking lot 
, к, ۴ Photo by Martin. 
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FLAMES ATTACK ROW | 
OM SHEDS AND BARNS 


Partly Destroys Humber of Buildings 
Along Alley North of Eagle 
Street. 


УД 


Fire of unknown) origin partly de- 
stroyed a row of barna and sheds on 
the oast side of the alley running north 
and south betwepn Thirteenth 
Fourteenth streets Ang from Eagle to 
Chestnut streets, The fire started in 
the barn jn the re&r/of 114 North Four- 
teenth street, and before the depurt- 
ment tould be gummoned spread to 


and 


COATES HOMESTEAD, 


| and Mulberry ateseta, 


each side and mane several sheds In | 


its path. 


The fire had RAINE considerable, 


headwpy before the firemen arrived an: 1 


the dense smoke drew hundreds to the i cancer, 


scene. The barn where the fire started | Aa 
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WHICH WILL BE 


One of the realty Peale of the weak 
iransferred the Albert Coates homo- 
klead, &t the aouthwest corner of Sixth 
from Horace С. 
Pugh to the Moons and Langen Print- 


Ing company. This concern will move 
from the Deming property to make 
poom for the Deming Hotel апа wall 


bulld it» own plant on the Coajfes ron- | 


arty а $15.D00 brick and stone bul ding | 
being innned. The salp 38 a new 
mark “for Sixth. street. bropetty, Pm 


a front foo! being pa! fof the property. | 
e L ey 


DEATHS AND FUNERALS. 


HENRY THRSTHGER, 
John J Shuttleworth was galled 
New Albany, Ind, Saturday by the 
dcath of Henry Feretenes. president of 


‘REPLACED BY 


to! 


the Tarstegeo Hardware!comypany, for 
which Мг Shuttleworth luravels The 
dead man was one af fhe prominert 
merchants of New Albar and Louia- 
ville, having wholesale stores in both | 
places and was well kndjwn Here He 


was acquainted with the traveling men 
of the ataia and was Комо for iin 
charitable deeds. 4 


LUCINDA QADDES. 


lucitnda Garden, 71 years old. dled at 
ner home, 223 Pur k etreet. yeaterday 
afternoon after lang  muyffertiig from 
She leaves three daughters, 
Funny Lochman and Lucy Gaddes 
thik city und Mitdead thaAdan at 


HUSINESS DLOCK. 


CONTRACTS AWARDED 
FOR 4 GRAVEL ROADS 


County Commissioners Act On Bids, 
and Set Time Limit for Com- 
pletion of Work. 


The county commisatoners on Batur- 
day swarded the eontrActs for the cpn- 
struction of four gravel ronds In the 
county, two 1n Lost Creek township, 
one in Linton and one In Otter Creek. 
Pigg & Butler, af Terre Haute, were 
given the contraet for the Bamuel E. 
Grny road in Logt Creek township оп 
thelr bid of $6,200. Other bidders were 
William J. MoGoire Со. of Bruel), 
$6 2: Harvey Carpenter, Cloverland. 
$5.952, Keegan Broa, Brazil, pie 
Thomam Ferguson, Renley lle, $5. 
and Malady С Lipyd, of Prairie CE 
15.240, 
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Istic LAND MARY- 


By Kimberly McAllister _ 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


BRAZIL — The American eagles, 
scales of justice, patriotic flags and 
shields on the muraled walls 
теа a stained glass dome of 
the. Cla ount urthouse are 
now Eus sg Сор thanks to 
a group known as CODFISH and 
artist Rebecca Garland. 

-CODFISH, Clay Officers De- 


dicated For Improved Stained ` 


Glass Heritage, is an orgainzation 
started by Clay Circuit Judge 
_Ernest E. Yelton to promote re- 
fürbishing of the courthouse dome. 
"Those of us who work in the 
courthouse saw the potential of 
what was there," said Yelton. 

The total project, which includes 
restoration of the ceiling, mural 
and bas relief area, has unified 
courthouse workers and given the 
community a sense of pride, Yelton 
said. 

“Rebecca Garland is the artist 
CODFISH hired to restore the 
muraled wall area and bas relief 
sculpturing beneath .the stained 
glass ceiling. 
> Kaiser Glass Studio of 
Nobelsville, the company that did 
glass work during restoration of 

nion Station in Indianapolis, 
repaired the glass in the 
‘courthouse dome. 

-Garland, 43, runs a decorative 
paint and restoration business 
from her home in Indianapolis. She 
also does design work but spends 
most of her time on restoration. 

- Garland believes that “bringing 


Е 


inal touches. 
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rtist brightens courthouse mura 


REBECCA GARLAND 
Brings back what was lost 


something back that has been lost 
is rewarding.” 

She has spent a lot of time 
learning her craft to do just that. 
She has studied fine arts painting 
at Herron Art School in In- 
dianapolis, sculpture at Anderson 
College in Anderson, and mixe 
media painting at the Art Students 
League at Woodstock in New 
York’s Catskill Mountains. 

Garland said the muraled walls 
and bas relief of the courthouse, 
built in 1919, are done in the “arts 
and crafts” style — an art move- 
ment that started around that 
time. 


+ 


with stencils and transparent 
glazes. When Garland began 
restoration, the wall was shades of 
gray from dirt. It was cleaned and 
color tests were done to determine 
the original colors of green, ouchre 
and deep clay. The mural was then 
re-stenciled and re-painted and the 


bas relief — the sculpture trim 7 


area beneath the mural — is 
almost completely painted too. 

When Garland is finished, the 
remaining arched panes of the 
dome will be put in place and the 
project will be finished. She has 
spent around 200 hours on her part 
of the dome project and will be free 
to begin more restoration work. 

Previous restoration work for 
Garland includes the Madame 
Walker Urban Life Center and the 
mural above the Indianapolis Cir- 
cle Theater marquis. 

Garland's replacation of the 
mural by Clifton Wheeler for the 


Indianapolis Symphony Or-. 


chestra's home is her most public 
work. There was nothing left of the 
original mural, so she had to work 
from photographs, she said. 

The restoration artist has also 
worked in several residences in 
Indianapolis, including the gov- 
ernors mansion, where she re- 
paired the decorative finish of a 
grand piano. 

Whatever Garland's past works 
may have been, they probably 
won't impress the citizens of Clay 
County as much as her restoration 
work on their own courthouse. Her 
work has added new light and color 
to the lions, eagles, flags and other 
parts of the picture inside. 
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Passing of Davis Apts Stirs | 
Some Nostalgic Memories | 


Ву PAT BARNES 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Another of Terre Haute's 
landmarks has given way to 
progress of Indiana State Uni- 
versity. 

The Old Davis Apartments, 
459 N. 7th St., have been torn 
down as part of the projected 
expansion of the ISU campus. 

The "Beautiful Davis Flats,” 
as they were referred to in an 


article which appeared in the| 


Terre Haute Gazette in 1903, 
were described as being as 
nearly perfect as any apart- 
ments in the state of Indiana. 
The apartments were completed 
and occupied in 1903. 

The wrecking project was 


icompleted this week by Oliver 


Williams of Lyons, Ind. ISU ac- 
quired the apartment building 
several years ago and in recent 
years it was used as a married 
student complex. 

Architect J. G. Vrvdagh. who 
designed the apartment build- 
ing, made a close study of such 
apartment houses and incorpo- 
rated in these flats all the best 
features of the most perfectly 
arranged in (he country. 
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The building was constructed 
of grey pressed brick with Bed-| 
ford stone trimmings. The style| 
was after the colonial design. 


One of the more attractive | 
features from the outside was | 
the circular bays and the stone| 
colonial entrances. The  walls|| 
were exceptionally heavy and 


each set of apartments were 
separated by brick walls. All of|! 
the floors were double with the |! 
space between them filled with! 
soundproof matrial. | 


А basement extended under, 
the entire apartment building | 
and contained storage rooms, 
three rooms and bath for the} 
janitor, a boiler room, a laun-| 
drv room and a coal bunker 
under the sidewalk. All of the 
floors were constructed of con- 
crete with the exception of the 
janitors rooms, which were! 
hardwood. | 


The first floor had entrances! 


made from both 7th and Svca-: 
more Sts. The vestibules and 
hallways were built of tile. The! 
stairways were solid nak. і 

The second floor consisted of: 
one six and two five-room apart 
; ments. | 


Wee Seer, | 


1929 
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DOWN SHE COMES--The Old Davis Айк теш 459 N. 7th 
St., a historic landmark in Terre Haute, is being torn down to 
make way for expansion of the campus of Indiana State 
University. ISU acquired the old apartment building some 
years ago and in recent years was used as a married stu- 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


dent complex. The wrecking is being done " Oliver Wil- 
liams of Lions, Ind. This picture was taken looking to the 
northeast with Sycamore Towers dormitory in the back- 
ground. Martin Photo. 
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Poplar Street 


When razing started Wednes- 
day on the old two-story frame 
building at 1300 Poplar St.. on 
the northeast corner of Thir- 
teenth and Poplar streets. an- 
other old landmark in Terre 
Haute will soon be gone. 


И is with nostalgia that a 
number of local residents see 
the building go for until Nov. 
12, 1965, when it was closed, 
many of the customers of the 
Dawson Drug Store in the build- 
ing met there and visited with 
the owner, W. C. Dawson. 
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Griginally built in the late 


19th century, the building first | 


housed a general store. 11 is be- 
lieved the building was erected 
in the 1870s, shortly after the 
Civil War. 

Otto Kadel started an 
apothecary shpo ihere before 
1898. It was called Otto Kadel, 
The Druggist. The late Dr. 
O. В. Spigler started his 
practice in a room at the back 
of the drug store. He practiced 
there until 1913. From 1913 to 
1928, Dr. George C. Carpenter 
occupied the office room, and 
from 1928 until 1942, it was the 
office of Dr. С, В. Van Arsdall. 
Since then it had been used for 
slorage. 

Otto Kadel bought the build-, 
ing in 1913 after renting it for) 
more than 15 years. Harold F. 
Kadel, nephew of Otto Kadel, 
is the present owner. 

+++ 
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OLD LANDMARK GOING—Almost a century sold was the two- M frame building on the 
northeast corner of Thirteenth and Poplar streets, which is being razed. Until Nov. 12, 
1965, it had housed the Dawson Drug Store for almost 50 years. It is believed the build- 
ing was erected in the 1870s, shortly after the Civil War. 


store there until April of 1916, Dawson operated 
‘when it was taken over by |store alone. 

W. C. Dawson and Joseph 
Bruner for a drug store called 


the drugiof old apothecary jars, two 
cases of oval nursing bottles, 


tions, many of them strung оп! 
Dawson and Bruner. Two years long strings, were found in the! ipast days in drug stores. 


_ Otto Kadel had his apothecary’ 


‘later, Bruner went to California basement before demolition|-----—~—~--- --. 
to live and for AT years | longer started. There also were dozens 
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Ш Throngs of working people and 
their families, each year, visit the 
home of the late Kate and Eugene 
V. Debs in Terre Haute, Ind. The 
house, built in 1890, stands as a 
monument in memory of one of 
the most outstanding trade union 
leaders in American history. It 
stands today as a National Historic 
Landmark designated in 1966 by 
the U. S. Department of the 


he Willy Pogany mural, for 
over 50 years in the 
auditorium of the Rand School of 
Social Sciences, New York City, is 
now located at head of upstairs 
hall in Debs home. 


National. Н istoric 


"Landmark 


Interior. 

The Eugene V. Debs Foundation, 
of which Amalgamated Secretary- 
Treasurer Patrick E. Gorman is 
president, will observe this year 
the 47th anniversary of Debs’ 
death. He was born on Nov. 5, 1855 
and died on Oct. 20, 1926. The 
Foundation which purchased and 
restored the Debs home in 1962 
was instrumental in achieving na- 
tional Jandmark status of the home. 

The Debs home is filled with 
nostalgia of a by-gone era. It was 
here where Eugene Debs wrote 
many articles as editor of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Fire- 
men magazine of which he had 
also served as Grand Secretary. It 
was here where he set plans to 
organize the first industrial union, 
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the American Railway Union, 
established in 1893. It was here 
where Debs contemplated and de- 
cided to run as a candidate of the 
Socialist Party for President of the 
United States. It was here where 
he developed ideas to write many 
articles advocating justice and 
equality for those who are under- 
privileged and oppressed as associ- 
ate editor of the Appeal to Reason. 
And it was here where many meet- 
ings were held on behalf of the 
cause of unionism and reforms in 
the community. 

The home stands as a symbol of 
his creed: 

“While there is a lower class, I 
am in it; While there is a criminal 
element, I am of it; while there is 
a soul in prison, I am not free.” 
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BUTCHER WORKMAN 


BO ЖҮ appointed 
Ev dining room was often 
turned into a study by Eugene 
Debs as added room was 
always required for his work. | 
ookcases, fireplace, 
= апа mantel in library. 
The Debs library is filled with 
periodicals bearing his writings 
as well as many books signifi- 
cant to labor and social hisa, 
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а n alcove off the 
d E living room is now 
known as the John L. 
Lewis Room. Artifacts 
and documents are 
displayed in the room. 


E .. from his 


fz last office now 
stands in the Debs 
bedroom. 


ebs kitchen now 
ge - known as the 
erp AFL-CIO Room. 


he living room as 
seen from the 
entrance hall. 
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THE DEBS HOME WHERE DEATH ABIDES. 
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HAS KNOCKED HIGH PRICES 


ON i К _HAND TAILORED 
DOWNING HALL. | | 


Downirg Hall formerly situated at 20-28 North Sixth strect, was for А Bre. it many years the chief audi- 
torium of the ety. 1t is new occupled by the МШег-Раггой Baking company. 
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